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rapture as at the discovery of a new world of happiness.
The Republic was accepted " faute de mieux " with
the lack-lustre welcome extended to an official receiver
in bankruptcy who is called in to liquidate a long course
of dilapidations. On January 30, 1875, it was carried
in the Assembly by a single vote.

Meanwhile people of moderate conservative views
had been steadily coining round to a solution which
was already the creed of the great cities and of the
departments of the north and east. They said to
themselves, " The Republic we have been afraid of is
the Red Republic, the Commune ; but this has been
destroyed by a government which is itself a republic
in everything but name. Between a conservative
republic and a constitutional monarchy there is, as
Benjamin Constant used to say, merely a difference in
form. We note that M. Laboulaye, who has been
taking a prominent part in drafting the new organic
laws, is a professed admirer of the English Constitution,
and was himself a supporter of the Liberal Empire.
Admitting that the Oiieanist regime would be our
ideal, it would almost certainly be less stable than a
republic. The legitimists would oppose it, it would
not be energetically supported by a Church which
day by day is becoming more ultramontane, and at
any moment it might fall before a coalition of the
disaffected groups. The organic laws which have been
drafted in a conservative Chamber obviate many of
the objections which we have felt with regard to
republican government. In particular we are pleased
that the legislature is to be bicameral, and we believe
that a Senate elected by the communes of France will
be a strong and salutary check upon the popular
Chamber."